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        TO ALL WUKO MEMBERS 
Dear friends, 
 

in these days a lot of persons phoned me or sent me mails to tell something slanderous about 
me. I also have something to say. I've practiced karate for almost 50 years and during these years 
I've held prestigious executive and technical positions at the summit of the most important world 
organizations. Nobody, starting from Sasakawa to Delcourt, Espinos, Hayashi or Nishiyama, has 
ever attached me personally, neither Wendland, with whom I had several confrontations. 
 

I won't answer to this type of attacks. For me, 42 years lived without having ever betrayed a 
friend and based on loyalty, respect towards others and understanding with everyone speak for 
themselves. I will just list precise facts, in the exclusive interest of the Wuko and of its members.   
·  In Fortaleza, Brazil, I introduced myself as Wkc Chairman. I was asked to become President of 

it. I explained that I had committed myself to resign and I kept my word. I announced that 
months before I had registered the logo and the name WUKO, abandoned by the Wkf more than 
ten years before, in my own name. I invited everyone to change the name of the Wkc into 
WUKO. Everyone accepted and invited me to become President. 

·  I refused and proposed the present President Messias instead of me. I was appointed Honorary 
President, a position which I accepted defining clearly that my role would have been the one of 
a guarantor for everyone, because I was still the sole owner of a name and a logo whose use 
could have been overridden in every moment for any case of bad administration.  

·  For some time the relations with the new President were excellent. My advices were accepted 
and the WUKO developed and reached the top of karate at a global level. Then something, first 
in Valencia and then in Lièges, began to go wrong.  

·  Authoritarian management, little respect towards the nations organizing the Wuko 
Championships. A serious problem concerning Mr. Lazzaro, proposed by me as responsible for 
Table Referees and Treasurer by President Messias. I tried to heal the relations sending a 
friendly letter to President Messias on the 30th June 2008, in which I suggested to manage the 
organization according to the statutes: I haven't received any answer.  

·  During the World Championship in Jesolo the situation came to a head. I was attached by 
President Messias, who has divulged false things, some unreal like the fact that the Wkf, which 
has lodged an appeal against the use of a trademark abandoned for 13 years, asked hundreds of 
thousands Euros to you all as damages (?). Nothing could be falser: the appeal of the Wkf, 
which has no possibility to be uphold, is against "Carlo Henke" as owner of the name and logo, 
and not against members. Moreover, and it's something very serious, President Messias has 
proposed to the Presidential Meeting and to the Directing Committee to change the name and 
the logo of the "Wuko" in 2009 in Odessa.  

In my previous letter I told you my intention to charge the Vice President, Mr. Roberto Bani, 
official WUKO lawyer, to check if rules, but above all the rules of the Wuko Statutes have been 
flouted. This is the outcome: 
1. After the first transcription, the minutes book and the minutes of the Wuko meeting have not 

been updated anymore. 
2. Art. 2.3, "Financial management": a Budget has never been done and the Balance Account has 

never been regularly approved and copied by the Wuko-DC, also the report of the Auditors is 
missing. 

3. Art. 3.2, "General Regulations": in Jesolo competed an organization (Sri Lanka Italy) without 
previous approval of the effective member: in this case Fesik Italy. 



4. Art. 8.2, "President": the President has never submitted his decisions to the Wuko-DC for 
ratification: this is one of the most serious violations of the statutes. 

5. Art. 9: “Wuko-DC”: the duties of the Wuko Directing Committee have been ignored: no 
budgets, no technical regulations and above all another serious violation: for the replacement of 
the Vice President Nestor Parreno an Extraordinary Congress has never been called. The same 
Parreno was rejected from the Wuko directly by President Messias without a just cause.  

6. Art. 12: a regularly appointed Board of Auditors doesn't exist. 
7. Art. 13: the Sports Judge has never been appointed. 
8. Art. 14: the Federal Appeal Commission has never been appointed. 
9. Art. 16: the elections in the continents with at least 5 organizations affiliated to the Wuko have 

never taken place.  
10. Art. 8.11, "Continental Committees": it is fixed that the incomes are made up of  the revenues of 

all the Continental activities. The 75% of the incomes went to the Wuko: only the 25% of the 
athletes' fees is paid to the organizing nations. 

For this situation, absolutely irregular, the Italian accountant contacted by President Messias after 
well 2 years, refused the mandate because " the presented documents do not meet the regulations 
of the I talian Law” .  I still remember the most serious fact: 
President Messias, dur ing the Wuko Directing Committee, as well as dur ing the Presidential 
Meeting in Jesolo, declared that he has the intention to change the name of the Wuko in the 
next Elective Congress and so to star t a new Federation. 
As unique owner of the name and of the logo "Wuko", but above all as Honorary President and 
guarantor of a correct administration by every Wuko organization, I can't tolerate the current state 
of things. Therefore I  applied to the law office IJ Propr ietà Industr iale s.r .l in Rome, I talian, 
International and Community Trademark Registration, for  the immediate revocation of any 
use of the name, trademark and logo of the Wuko to the organization headed by President 
Messias. Any claim for  moral and mater ial damages excepted (s. enclosures).  
I decided to convene an Extraordinary Congress in a few days, in which we will re-establish the 
Wuko and appoint a new Directing Committee. All the members of affiliated nations remain part of 
the Wuko and they can take part to the Congress sending a proxy. Only who's taking par t to the 
Congress, personally or  with a proxy, will receive the author ization to use the WUKO name 
and logo in the own nation for  the year 2009 and the years to come. 
These are some of the proposals for next year I have the intention to put on the agenda in the item 
"Miscellaneous": 
o Wuko Continental Committees will be immediately activated and authenticated. These will have 

the possibility to organize their Championships; 
o The fees deriving from Wuko activities will be split fifty-fifty between the organizing nation 

and the Wuko; 
o The fees will be paid only by athletes and coaches: referees won't pay any fee and the Wuko 

will work to give them a right remuneration in the future; 
o The styles recognized by the Wuko will compete separately in every competition;  
o The locations for the Wuko Championships of the year 2009 and 2010 are confirmed: 

conditions will change because the organizing nations have right to 50% of the fees and the DC-
expenses will be reduced.  

This is a painful decision but also the sole possibility to avoid that the name WUKO is abandoned, 
to continue on the way we started with that democracy and that friendship spirit, that have made 
ours one of the greatest organizations all over the world.   (Attached: official warning) 
Best regards to you all, love 
 

Carlo Henke 
Owner of the name, trademark and logo "Wuko", International class 41, Italian, International and 
Community Trademark Registrations.  
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